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not having any more of die Dowager Grand-Duchess* inter-
ference in their arrangements. She also says the Grand Duke
Nicholas Nicolaievitch is bringing out a book on Kaspar
Hauser;* for years he's been searching for all the Docu-
ments concerning this business and he has seen those which
she herself possesses, that is to say she's allowed him to make
copies.

"The political horizon is not very reassuring. . . . Events
in Turkey are very unstable and may well result in a revolu-
tion. Countess Feste*tics had a letter from the Countess of
Flanders telling her that King Edward's policy whilst being
very clever was also very treacherous and that his hatred for
his nephew William was urging him to desire war ; that
the Emperor whilst talking of peace broiled with desire to
measure his fleet against the English. Furthermore I've
heard from an unimpeachable source the Emperor William has
worked things so well in Vienna he's ended by getting the
Emperor Francis Joseph to lend him five millions instead of the
thirty he'd asked for and to give him a long time to pay for
Achille'on, for which he hasn't as yet produced a farthing."

Our unsatisfactory financial position is making itself felt
even in high quarters, where nevertheless people are still not
refraining from journeys widi colossal suites, giving orders
for statues and every sort of useless object. An increase in
the civil list which will be addressed to Parliament is being
counted on. I don't anticipate any good will come of this
for the monarchy. It will be the moment for the socialists
to reproach those who deserve it and for exposing to view
things which will not be at all good for the Public to see.
I tremble at the thought, but why is the Emperor so blind,
so imprudent, so short-sighted when he has so many responsi-
bilities on his shoulders ? . . . I believe the Emperor William

1 See Note on "Kaspar Hauser," pp. 339-40.
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